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Autumn 2017
AGM & Christmas Social
We will be holding our AGM on Monday 11th December. The meeting starts at 8pm with the business
part of the evening, nominating and voting for new committee members.
If you would like to be more involved then why not volunteer to be a committee member? There are a
few roles coming up which may be of interest to you. The committee meets at Meopham Village Hall
on the first Monday of the month from February to December at 8pm, for about an hour, to discuss
any changes required and fresh ideas for the club’s programme for the year.
The AGM is also your chance to have a say, so please do take time off from your Christmas
preparations to join in.
Once the business part of the evening is over, there will be festive refreshments and a chance for a
good catch up with fellow club members.

For information relating to the Meopham Garden Association go to our website at
www.meophamgardeners.co.uk

Forthcoming Events
December 11th 2017 - AGM & Christmas Social
No Members’ Show

January 13th 2018 – NO MEETING
February 12th 2018 – Gardener’s Forum & Seed Swap
Members’ Show:

a) to be confirmed b) Members’ choice

February 2018 – Snowdrops & Hellebores at Meadow View, Hodsoll Street
This is to be confirmed - Barbara is not sure that it will take place in 2018 as the people on the main
road who in the past have kindly offered their front drive for parking will have moved.

Recent Events
August 14th

History of Millbrook

Tammy Woodhouse

Our August speaker was the engaging Tammy Woodhouse, MD of Millbrook Garden Centre, which,
back in 1994, was a cabbage field overlooking the A2. Tammy’s parents started the business in
Crowhurst in 1979 with no gardening experience, just two and a half acres, a couple of greenhouses
and a shed. Tammy’s father added a landscaping department, became involved in makeover shows
and had successes at Chelsea. Now, 70,000 Millbrook Family members receive emails about talks,
workshops and children’s activities, and Tammy, sister Tracy and brother Ben employ 150 people
across three centres, plus 40-50 Christmas elves!
Tammy explained how the trend for ‘instant gardening’ means that sales of home-grown nursery
plants and bedding annuals have dropped in favour of ready planted pots, mature perennials and
roses, with plants now displayed by colour for impulse purchases. The plant side of the business may
have declined, but amazing new varieties and colours are arriving from the USA, Holland and
Germany, as Tammy showed us with her vibrant selection of plants. The cafe side of the business is
also expanding, with a new 280 seater cafe coming soon at Pepper Hill.

September 11th

The Beauty of Bulbs

Julia Jarman

Our Badger expert, Derek Wilkinson, unfortunately had to cancel for our September meeting.
However, Julia Jarman from Tanglewood, Tonbridge kindly presented us with her slideshow entitled
’The Beauty of Bulbs’. Julia illustrated her talk with an amazing variety of bulbs, corms and tubers,
showing us how each of them come into their own throughout the year. Her extensive knowledge and
love of plants was evident as Julia shared invaluable advice on depth of planting, which plants would
do well in sun or shade, in dry or damp conditions, which are more prone to pests or are the most
prolific, whether to lift certain plants for the colder months etc. It was an informative and most
enjoyable evening.

September 16th

Autumn Show

The Autumn Show at Meopham Village Hall on Saturday 16th September hosted well over 100
exhibits, including two enormous marrows and dahlias with heads the size of plates. Young exhibitors
from the local Rainbow Group produced entertaining and enterprising animals made from vegetables
including, amongst others, a kangaroo and a unicorn! The ladies in the tearoom did us proud with a
lovely selection of home-made cakes and the gorgeous colours and fragrance of the Autumn blooms
filled the hall. A big thank you to everyone who worked so hard to put on the Show.
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The Winners in the Autumn Show were as follows:
Townsend Vase

Enid Lander

Championship Cup

Barbara Macknish

Goodwin Cup

Fred Pepper

Stevens Cup

Barbara Macknish

Hill Cup

Winifred Hughes

Coronation Cup

Enid Lander

Harvel Floral Cup

Marion Johnson

Garden News Shield

Moya Church and Marion Johnson

National Vegetable Society Medal

Moya Church

Top Tray

Moya Church

The Everard Bowl

Gill Carpenter

The Douglas Nicholson Award

Moya Church

Bill Roberts Bowl

Marion Johnson

Novice Cup

1st in Class 4a - Carol Venning

October 9th

‘Harvest of the Sea’ Supper & Roy Lingham’s talk on
Derek Jarman’s garden, Prospect Cottage, Dungeness

This October we broke with tradition and had a ‘Harvest of the Sea’ fish supper instead of our usual
Harvest Supper. The meals arrived individually boxed from Humphreys Fish & Chip Shop - they were
still nice and hot and very enjoyable. Many thanks to Gail, husband Phil and the team who created a
terrific seafaring theme in the village hall, complete with storm lanterns. We were also lucky to be
offered a lovely selection of puddings.
Roy Lingham, our Vice-Chairman, with his usual wry sense of humour and hilariously unruly projector,
then entertained us with an informative talk on Prospect Cottage, home of the late English film
director and artist, Derek Jarman. The vast, windswept headland at Dungeness, the driest area in the
UK, is very nearly attributed desert status. There are old railway cottages, small fishing boats, and the
Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch light railway runs to two historic lighthouses (one is a museum) and a
modern lighthouse. The two nuclear power stations hum starkly on the horizon.
The area has become very popular with tourists, who come for the beach and bird watching, while
gardening enthusiasts admire the more formal front cottage garden of Prospect Cottage and explore
the less formal back garden which, without fences, stretches into the parched landscape. There are
hundreds of native wild flowers and plants collected by Jarman for their hardiness, arranged in the
shingle between driftwood and recycled materials - Roy was distinctly dubious about the authenticity
of some of the reclaimed articles! The area is a National Nature Reserve, a Special Area of
Conservation and home to one third of all UK plant species, many of which are unique.
For information relating to the Meopham Garden Association go to our website at
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October 20th

Inter-Society Quiz hosted by Hartley Gardeners

We fared slightly better than last time, but the winners this year were Hartley. Maybe next year…

A Few Reminders
Millbrook Garden Centre – good news! We have been offered 10% discount on all plants so long as
your membership card is produced at the till to prove that you are a fully paid up member of Meopham
Gardeners. Please note that the discount only applies to plant sales.
MGA Membership cards – we have a card this year instead of the usual book - information on
shows, show rules, club officers etc. previously provided by the book is now on the website:
www.meophamgardeners.com. However, it is recommended that members keep last year’s book as it
is a handy reference.
Provender Trade Cards – these are held by Hazel, Barbara, Gail, Roy and Claire. Provender
Nurseries is in Leydenhatch Lane, Swanley, BR8 7PS.
Meopham Village Hall Roof Appeal – we raised £21.50 for the roof with Name the Dog, and the dog
was won by Marion Johnson for guessing the correct name.
We are now collecting pennies and small change in penny jars – there will be a prize for the person
who has collected the most by the February meeting. The jars also have a numbered label (costing
20p) for entry in a raffle, also to be drawn in February, so there are more prizes to be won! Please do
take part and perhaps get the family involved too – you’ll be surprised how much you accumulate.

Autumn Colours
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In the News
Wisley’s Trees - Highways England wants to remove a 30m strip of woodland destroying endangered and
historically important trees in the process of improving access to the M25 at junction 10. Check out
rhs.org.uk to learn more about the plans and to sign the petition.

Where are all the flying insects? - A few decades ago, when you drove down a country road anywhere in
Europe, your car windscreen would get splattered with the squashed bodies of flying insects. It is known as
the 'windscreen phenomenon'. But now, there seem to be far fewer flying insects than there used to be.
Scientists have long suspected that insects are in dramatic decline, but new evidence confirms this.
BBC Science Hour Sat 28 Oct 2017
The total biomass of flying insects in the environment has decreased by 75% in the last 25 years. That's the
conclusion of research published at the end of last week in the journal PLOS One.
BBC Inside Science Thu 26 Oct 2017
When the abundance of insects plummets by 75%, tropical rainforests mysteriously emit CO2, Mt Everest’s
snow is too toxic to pass EPA drinking water standards, squid at 1,000 fathoms carry toxic furniture
protection chemicals and ocean oxygen production plummets, then something is wrong, horribly, horribly,
horribly wrong. But, nobody has announced it. Global warming gets all the attention.
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/11/06/the-ecosystem-is-breaking-down/

Glyphosate
Colin Todhunter has catalogued the problems arising from the indiscriminate use of Glyphosate:
Faked data and fraudulent tests have led to many highly toxic agrochemicals reaching the market – and they
still remain in use, regardless of the devastating impacts on wildlife and human health.
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/10/27/rolling-back-the-tide-of-pesticide-poison-corruption-and-looming-massextinction/

Cargill captured the edible oils processing in India and in the process put many thousands of village-based
workers out of work. Monsanto conspired to design a system of intellectual property rights that allowed it to
patent seeds as if it had manufactured and invented them. India’s indigenous peoples have been forcibly
ejected from their ancient forest lands due to state’s collusion with mining companies. The Indian
government places India’s priceless biodiversity in danger and unleashes certain contamination of the
country’s germplasm from GM. “If the GM ‘genie’ escapes, it cannot be bottled again.”
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/10/10/the-seeds-of-agroecology-and-common-ownership/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/09/14/gm-mustard-and-the-indian-government/

India’s political elites seem to be hellbent on capitulating to the needs of foreign players and their mindset
that implies ‘poorer’ nations must be helped out by the West and its powerful corporations and billionaire
‘philanthropists’. Monsanto and the Gates Foundation in Africa are imposing a controlling system of
agriculture, there is more than a hint the old colonialist mentality at work.
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/09/11/cultural-imperialism-and-the-seeds-of-catastrophe-in-india/

Instead of liberating humankind, science has now too often become a tool of deception used companies like
Monsanto, Bayer and Syngenta - the oligopoly that controls an increasingly globalised system of modern
food and agriculture.
These corporations have successfully instituted the notion that the mass application of biocides, monocropping and industrial agriculture are necessary and desirable. They are not.
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/08/30/the-stomach-churning-violence-of-monsanto-bayer-and-the-argrochemicaloligopoly/
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Monsanto (and Bayer) have operated for many years, by bribery, smear campaigns, faking data, co-opting
agencies and key figures, subverting science many other actions or human rights abuses that the Monsanto
Tribunal has shed light on. Behind the public relations spin of helping to feed the world is the roll-out of an
unsustainable model of agriculture based on highly profitable (GM) corporate seeds and massive moneyspinning health- and environment-damaging proprietary chemical inputs that we now know lacked proper
regulatory scrutiny and should never have been commercialised in the first place (see VAN STRUM). In
effect, transnational agribusiness companies have sought to marginalise alternative approaches to farming
and create dependency on their products.
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/08/23/soil-monsanto-and-the-agribusiness-giants-conning-the-world-with-snake-oiland-doughnuts/

And Dr Mercola highlights two key problems caused by glyphosate in the diet, namely nutritional
deficiencies, especially minerals, and systemic toxicity, leading to vast increases in autism, cardiovascular
disease, cancer, Alzheimer’s disease
Parkinson's disease, Multiple sclerosis, etc.
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2013/06/09/monsanto-roundup-herbicide.aspx

Ken Thompson, writing in the Daily Telegraph on the 4th November, reports that
British great tits now have longer beaks and are rearing more young. The article
cites a 23-year study of great tits of Wytham Woods near Oxford which shows that
their beaks have lengthened by 0.1mm (0.7%). Speculation is that birds with longer
beaks can use bird feeders more effectively and so provide better for their families.

Pineapple Broom (Cytisus Battandieri) Photo by Mike Hughes

N.B. The Web links can be activated by going to www.meophamgardeners.co.uk and viewing the
newsletters.

For information relating to the Meopham Garden Association go to our website at
www.meophamgardeners.co.uk

