MEOPHAM GARDEN ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER

Summer 2003
Autumn Show Saturday 13 September
Look around your house and garden for plants to exhibit and make sure they are at
their best by the time of the show. Judges look for quality and uniformity, so take
care of any plants that show promise. Show Secretary Jayne Macknish asks that
you make sure you let her know what you will be entering by 9 pm on Thursday
11th September. The fee is 10p for each entry. Exhibits may be staged on the
Friday evening between 9 and 9:30 pm and between 10 am and 12:45 pm on the
day of the show. Doors open at 3pm.
NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED

Recent Events
May Mr L Manser Bulbs, Corms and Rhizomes
Mr Manser drew upon his considerable knowledge and wide experience to illustrate
his informative talk. He dealt with bulbs, corms and rhizomes from the point of view of
their being storage mechanisms that plants use to regenerate and multiply from year
to year. He showed how we could use these stores to advantage to increase the
numbers of our favourite plants by means of careful surgery.

June Summer Social: Visit to Meopham Valley Vineyard
Some 20 members spent a late spring evening inspecting the vines in Meopham
Valley Vineyard. The vineyard is situated on the steep south-facing side of Happy
Valley and is reached from the track beside the Oast at the north end of Meopham
Green.
Members were educated in the various aspects of their cultivation and maintenance
and were shown the two methods of pruning used in the vineyard. The aim is to allow
just one or two branches to develop as illustrated by the two pictures at the bottom of
this page.

The final product was sampled in amongst the vines that provided the raw material.

The evening culminated with good cheer in the tractor shed.

July Mr H Townsend

Houseplants and Win

An extremely informative and entertaining speaker, Harry Townsend is clearly passionate
about houseplants of all types. Some members were left wondering what his house must look
like with air plants growing in (yes, in) his shower. Harry described not only how to make
houseplants thrive but also how they are killed (even how long it takes). He included what
bugs and diseases to look out for and how to treat them.
Harry lost his wife last year to cancer and is now very much involved with money-raising
charity work for THE MYFANWY TOWNSEND MELANOMA RESEARCH FUND including
setting out in late July to walk the 500 miles of the Pilgrim Trailto Santiago de Compostela as
a sponsored walk. For more information please visit his website at www.melanomafund.co.uk/spain or email townsendharry@btinternet.com.

Forthcoming Events
8 September
13 October
10 November
8 December

Mrs A Toynbee
Mrs L Jardine
Mr K Porter
Social Evening

Gardens of Kent
Autumn Hanging Baskets
Carnivorous Plants

Autumn Show
Saturday 13th September
Both the sale of plants and provision of teas help to subsidise the cost of running the shows,
so your assistance with either (or both) would be most appreciated.
We need volunteers to assist in the tea room on the day and with making cakes to be sold
with the teas. Any cakes that are still whole after the show will also be sold. Bring along any
surplus plants you may have, label and price them for sale on the plant stall. You will receive
50% of the takings from the sale of your plants. Please also provide the plant stall with a list
of your plants showing the asking price and the quantity of each. You receive a higher
percentage from gardening equipment that you may wish to sell. You may even wish to
advertise on the noticeboard without charge, but a donation to the Association would be
appreciated if you do manage to sell something this way. We would also be grateful for
donations of raffle prizes of general interest. Doors open to the public at 3 pm and admission
is free. The prize giving will take place at 4:15 pm.
RHS Show Guidelines - See the Spring 2003 Newsletter for detailed guidelines or ask to
borrow a copy of the RHS book. The Association has 2 copies which members are welcome
to borrow.
The 2004 Committee
Several of the current committee have indicated that they will not be available to serve on the
committee next year. We have continued for several years without a Programme Secretary,
relying on other members of the committee to take on this additional duty. This situation
cannot be allowed to continue. It is up to the entire membership to keep the club alive and
not just a few more prominent members.
The committee meets on the first Tuesday of the month (excluding August and January) at
8pm in the committee room at the Village Hall. If you feel you could spare a couple of extra
hours a month to help keep this club alive, then please don’t be shy in coming forward. If you
would like more information then speak to a committee member and make your interest
known.
The GM Debate
The government recently concluded a consultation process where members of the public
could take part in discussions and make their views known in other ways. Six locations were
selected where a panel of experts engaged in discussions with the public. There were
questionnaires and internet sites where the public could participate. However, publicity for
this consultation seemed to be severely lacking and only very few people could ever have
taken part in the formal discussions.
Michael Meacher ‘resigned’ from his post in the government and is now supporting a much
more critical position regarding the development of GM foods and other aspects of genetic

manipulation. One recent report indicates that the yields from GM crops are no greater than
from standard ones - at least in developed countries.
Letters published in the Times recently show people have concerns that the development of
GM crops will parallel dangerous procedures of the past. One of these correspondents
pointed to the incorporation of additives containing lead into petrol which was good for cars
but seriously damaging to people, especially the young, for 75 years.
We should also remember that the tobacco industry hid the dangers of smoking for 100 years
and still attempts to deny connections with strokes and cancer. Also the chemical industry
attempting to discredit Rachael Carson and the automobile industry refusing to introduce seat
belts and to build safer cars. Commercial interests have shown a conspicuous lack of
responsibility and there are warning signs in the case of GM.

Historical Snippet
The Red-Hot Poker
Gardening is many things, amongst which is
fashion, and gardeners are quick to dismiss as
vulgarity what they do not embrace. Maybe
because the flower stalks of kniphofia do look
extraordinarily like actual red-hot pokers, they
challenge our concept of a garden seeming to
have been created by Nature rather than by
ourselves - a concept that, ever since the time
of Gertrude Jekyll, has tended to be the aim of
fashionable gardeners.
The red-hot pokers came late to our gardens,
The first were introduced from the Cape of
Good Hope in about 1707, but they were
thought to be greenhouse plants until the
nineteenth century when they were grown out
of doors. According to Alice Coates they were
particularly popular in the west of Scotland,
where they were called “Baillie Jarvie’s Poker”.
Baille Jarvie, in Sir Walter Scotts’s Rob Roy,
“seized the red hot coulter of a plough . . . and
brandished it with such effect that ... he set the
Highlander’s plaid on fire”.
Linnaeus first described the red-hot poker as
Aloe uvaria because the flowers look much like
a bunch of grapes (Latin, uva). But in 1794 the
botanist Moench created a genus Kniphofia, in
honour of Johann Hieronymus Kniphof, whose
eighteenth-century Herbarium vivum was

illustrated with “nature prints” made from actual
inked plants. Meanwhile, another botanist, Ker
Gawler, called them Tritoma. This name comes
from the Greek tries (three) and temno (to cut)
because of the three sharp edges on the ends
of the leaves. They are still sometimes called
“tritomas”, even though the name “kniphofia”
was settled on by botanists in 1843.
The Kniphofia northiae was introduced by and
named for Marianne North, a Victorian lady who
travelled around the world by herself to observe
and paint “tropical vegetation in all its natural
abundant luxuriance”. In her reminiscences she
described cold, mud, hunger, and giant leeches
sticking to her long skirts. She stayed for a
while alone in a huge deserted mansion and
delightfully described hanging as decoration a
bunch of bananas where the chandelier had
once been.
Kniphofias are beginning to be seen more often
in American gardens. It sometimes happens
with fashion that we look later with new eyes at
what once we saw with scorn. The kniphofias,
with their cumbersome name and amusingly
pedestrian disguise, can suddenly be seen for
what they are : rows of exquisite blossoms
tiered to a point, shading gradually from fiery
red to creamy white. They’re not vulgar, they’re
beautiful.
(Adapted from 100 Flowers and How They Got
Their Names by Diana Wells)

